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  Tuesday 23rd June 2026

Dear Parents/Carers,

Responding to Very High Temperatures

I am writing to inform you of the arrangements we have put in place in response to the forecast of very high temperatures over the coming days, with the current Amber weather warning expected to move to Red tomorrow and Thursday.

We are following national guidance, including Hot weather and heatwaves: guidance for schools and other education settings published via The Education Hub, alongside Gloucestershire County Council SHE (Safety, Health and Environment) guidance. This makes clear that schools are generally expected to remain open wherever it is safe to do so.

The health, safety and wellbeing of all children and staff remain central to our decision-making. We have a comprehensive Federation risk assessment in place, which is available on the homepage of each school’s website. This is being continually reviewed to ensure that appropriate control measures are in place across all of our settings.

As you will appreciate, each school within the Federation has a different context, including variations in building design, outdoor spaces and classroom environments. We are therefore monitoring conditions closely on each site and adapting our approach as necessary throughout the day.

At this stage, arrangements for the coming days are as follows:
· All planned educational visits will go ahead as scheduled, unless we contact you directly to advise otherwise. In some cases, off-site visits may provide a cooler and more suitable environment than remaining in school—for example, visits to venues such as Gloucester Cathedral.
· Wraparound care will continue to operate as normal, following the same risk assessment and control measures as the school day.
· After-school provision and activities may be amended or cancelled where necessary at individual schools, and we will, if we have not already, communicate directly with families where this applies.

Across all schools, we will continue to ensure that children have regular access to drinking water, shaded areas and opportunities to remain cool. We continue to ask that children come to school with a named water bottle and sun hat, and that sunscreen is applied before arrival where appropriate. To support comfort in the heat, pupils are encouraged to attend in PE kit, as this typically provides lighter, more breathable clothing.

Given the evolving nature of the situation, our plans remain under constant review. While our clear intention is to keep all schools open, we do reserve the right to review our decision at short notice should conditions change and it is no longer safe to remain open. Any such action would only ever be taken as a last resort.
We do, however, advise that parents and carers consider contingency arrangements in advance, in the unlikely event that changes are required at short notice.

We recognise that periods of extreme weather can present challenges for families, and we thank you for your continued support and understanding as we respond to these exceptional conditions. As always, our priority is to ensure that all children remain safe, well and able to learn.

We will communicate any updates promptly through our usual channels.

Yours sincerely,
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Mrs Sarah Broadbent
Executive Headteacher
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